JOAN    OF    ARC
On June 27th Joan had written from Gien summoning
Philip to attend at Rheims and there make his obeisance
as a dutiful subject. Having no answer from the Duke
she wrote again, on July 17^1, calling on him to "make
a firm peace which shall endure/3 requiring him humbly
to make no more war against the holy realm of France,
but to hand over immediately the places and fortresses
he held in the said realm, and to take warning that if
he sent his men against "the loyal French" they would
surely be beaten, "which would be a great pity for
the blood of your people spilled. . . ." If he still
wanted to fight, let him expend his energies on the
Saracens, she suggested. On the same day Charles
received with marked cordiality an envoy from the
Duke, with whom he signed a truce of fifteen days
before leaving Rheims on the sist, Philip promising
to hand over Paris (whose command had been trans-
ferred to him by Bedford) at the end of the fifteen
days and to go into the question of a separate peace
at a conference to be held at Arras the following
month.
A week earlier the Duke had renewed his oath of
loyalty to Bedford and roused the citizens of Paris to
renewed fury against Charles by a dramatic repetition
of the story of his father's murder. The respite afforded
him by the truce he employed usefully in collecting
troops for the defence of the capital he had promised
to hand over. During the riotous confusion of the next
seven weeks it is restful to turn now and again and
contemplate Philip the Good: in a world of cross pur-
poses, with armies inarching hither and thither on
no conceivable errands under commanders who knew
nothing of the enemy's intentions and little more of
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